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This course introduces the student to the core concepts that inform the contemporary
reform trends in Islamic thought. Core concepts such as the Muslim worldview of
Tawhid and its implications for contemporary Islamic thought and practice at the
individual and societal levels will be presented and explained. Ideas such as the Ummah,
its historical role and current state will be discussed. Other concepts such as Islah,
Tajdid, Ijtihad and Shura will be presented and explained historically and within the
contemporary context. The course also introduces the students to Islamic principles and
perspectives regarding issues of social justice, freedom, ethics, good governance,
equality, protection of life, property and the environment, and how they inform

contemporary debates on reform of Islamic thought.
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